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First report of Micrixalus nudis
(Amphibia: Ranidae) from
Karnataka, India

The Western Ghats is one of the “hotspots” of bi-
ological diversity with high endemicity (Myers,
et. al., 2000). About 123 species of amphibians
(60% of the total species count for India) are
found in the Western Ghats of which 93 species
are endemic (Daniels, 1992; 1997a; Molur and
Walker, 1998). During the course of amphibian
sampling as a part of ongoing research project to
assess of lesser known and functionally impor-
tant taxa of Rajiv Gandhi (Nagarahole) National
Park (11 45> -12 15° N; 76 5° - 76 25° E),
Karnataka State, south-western India, I encoun-
tered Micrixalus nudis on 21 April 2001 near the
Nagarahole stream, flowing through moist de-
ciduous forest, close to the forest dormitory. The
species was identified using Pillai (1978) and
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Daniels (1997b). The specimen collected mea-
sures 15 mm from snout to vent; its dorsum
brownish with chocolate band from eye to shoul-
der and dark bands along the sides of the body;
venter white, throat and the breast is mottled with
brown and white; limbs with dark cross bands;
tympanum indistinct and fingers and toes have
enlarged discs; toe webbing partial. The speci-
men is currently deposited at the ATREE Mu-
seum (ATREE A06).

Micrixalus nudis frequents small streams with
shallow bottom in wet evergreen and moist de-
ciduous forest between 200 to 1,000 m elevations
(Pillai, 1978; Inger et. al., 1982). It is one of the
endemic and threatened frogs found in the West-
ern Ghats (Anon., 1998) even though it is widely
distributed (Inger, et. al., 1982). The main threats
to this species are habitat loss and fragmentation
(Vasudevan, et. al., 2001).

Micrixalus nudis was described by Pillai
(1978) from Wynad. It has been reported from
five localities from the southern Western Ghats-
Silent Valley, Siruvani, Kottagiri, (Pillai, 1978,
1989) and Ponmudi (Inger, 1982), in Kerala State
and Kalakkad in Tamil Nadu State (K.
Vasudevan pers. comm.). This is the first report
from Karnataka. This report extends the range of
M. nudis 60 km north-west of Chedleth, the type
locality of this species.

I thank Karthikeyan Vasudevan of Wildlife
Institute of India for identifying the specimen
collected. I also thank K. V. Gururaja, T. Ganesh
and Soubadra Devy for suggestions and com-
ments. This work was funded by the Karnataka
Forest Department.
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Record of Kaloula pulchra
(Gray, 1831) (Anura: Microhylidae)
from Cherrapunjee, East Khasi
Hills District, Meghalaya,
north-eastern India

(with one text figure)
Kaloula pulchra was first reported from India by

Romer (1949) from Nagaland State, north-east-
ern India. It was subsequently reported from
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Tinsukia and Cachar Districts, Assam State,
north-eastern India (Dutta, 1997; Dey et al.,
2000). This note reports the occurrence of
Kaloula pulchra from a forest in the East Khasi
Hills District, Meghalaya State, north-eastern In-
dia, located 5 km south of Cherrapunjee.

Three adults (two males and one female) of
Kaloula pulchra were collected from a dense for-
est area near a pond located at Cherrapunjee (25°
5°N; 91°43°E; ca. 950 m above msl). The climate
of the area is highly variable: summer is hot and
wet, winter is cold and dry. The average air and
water temperatures during the time of collection
in the month of May were 27°C and 17°C, re-
spectively. One of the specimens was deposited
with Zoological Survey of India, Eastern Re-
gional Station, Shillong (ZS1
V/A/ERS/ZS1/322). Measurements were made
with vernier calliper and mm ruler (Table 1).

All three specimens show a dark brown dor-
sum with a bright orange patch extending from
tip of snout between eyes on either side of body
up to trunk; ventral surface uniformly coloured

TABLE 1: Morphometric measurements (in mm) of
adult Kaloula pulchra collected from East Khasi Hills,
Meghalaya State, north-eastern India.

adult adult male
female

Snout-vent length 58 55
Head length 12 12
Head width 18.5 18
Snout length 6 6
Eye diameter 5 5
Interorbital width 10

Internarial width 4 4
Length of forelimb 44 44
Length of first finger 10 10
Length of second finger 12 12
Length of third finger 19 19
Length of fourth finger 15 15
Length of hindlimb 62 66
Length of first toe 9 9
Length of second toe 11 11
Length of third toe 16 16
Length of fourth toe 23 25
Length of fifth toe 14 14

Length of tibia 21 25




